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f t is essend.l for cach of u to kcep an r:pcn
Imind: life is for learning, and old probiems
often demand nesr solutions. As Georgc Bcrnard
Shew said, "Progress is impossiblc widrour
changc; and thosc who cannot change rhelr
minds cannot chenge rnything-"

Wrth thcse thoughs, I have becn pondering
some of rhe new idcas pur frrnir by individuels
and grorrps concerned abour the plighr of ftrd
cats. Could rhe tndidonal approach of capruring and suhcqucndy cuthanizing rhcse
anirnaL be unntcessarl or vrrongl Should we lcr-thcm live in allcys, ffclds, or garbagc
sites, srerilized but homeless, for zu long as rheir wiu preserve rhcml Is ir bertel tlcy
live short a.nd desperare liv* ar rhe fringe ofsociery rarher rhan die by our han&? My
answenr to thcse quescions arc ssill, and will always be, the samfi no, no, end abto-
lunll nol,

- Ncutcr-and-releesc programs ane misguided. They don't pre\renr drc suffering of
fcral racs, trur instcad exrend ,rnd pcqpcrr,ure ir" Thry ere half-hsartcd gesrures that
cnssre, fofficral cars, terrifring lives'rnd ragic dearhs-by uaffic, exposure, ebrrse"
ot$g$e, or oog atracKs.

Sure, rhere ate sornc fcral car who cen scrapc by for months, or cr'en years, with
litrle or no humen inren'enrion- Pan of us edmires rhe rough and independcnr
qudidcs of feral cats, thcir courage in drc face of rerriblc od-&. Bur if wc look a lirdc
closer, we will see that for each survivor there are hundrcds of small marnmds and
biids rhar die in drc jaws of rhcse seif+ufficienr felinc predtrors, Arcn't these unnec-
csraryvicrims just as worrhy of our humane considcrarionl

The solurion ro rhe feral cat problem must bc epproached borh realisricrlly and
comprssionardy- Those who havc provided carc for cars in any siruarion crnrror deny
rh*r dl cets nced more dran once-in-aJifetime vererinary crre and sporudic supple-
mental iceding. They nccd prorecdon from cruelry, from danger, end from privrtiott.
Fcral cass should bc broughr in from rhe elernenrs, tarned and edoptcd, if possible, or
humanely curhanized if they cannor be placcd. For feral cets, this rradirionel ap.
proach remains dre only pracrical and humane solurion. In comparison, ncurer-and-
rclcase prrrgrems arnounr m norhing rnore rhan subsidizcd abandonrncnt. . il

-M drc hzulhus, H T U S Wn Presihtt for Compan ion Animak
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March 3 ,  1994

Irls, Renee Wel,ch
Outer Banks SPCA
P.  O,  Box  1748
Nags Head, NC 27959

Dear Renee:

Attaohed are two artlcl.es on Bo-called rneuter &
rerease'r programs. As you can Eee, The Humane soclety
of  the.unl ted states (Hsus) does not bel ieve that th i i
approach is the.proper one to talce ln alrevtattng the
pet overpopuratlon crlsls. r have asked our oirictor
of  Overpopulat ion fssueg, M8. Kate Rlndy, to nore
apecl f lcal ty out l tne our posl t lon on thLs isgue.
A letter fron Kate w111 be forthconlng.

Arlow ne to srmply say that pet overpopulatlon is an
extrernery conplex leeue -- one that tne usus has been
deallng wlth-throughout our 40 year history. conplex
problehs, unf,ortunately, require complex eotutloni,
To_capture, neuter and gbfl.n-dju! dogs and/or cats is not
only a etnpl lst , tc approach, i t  Is-a1so an l .nhumane
approach. Like it or not, we nust face the fact that
our ancestors chose to domeEticate certaln anlnars and
turn thern into companlons. rn so doing, humans also
took on the responsibir i ty.of  keeping-those companlons
safe.  Pet.  overpopurat lon iE the urt imate betralal  of
that unwritten contract. r belteve that neutering
animale and abandoning thern to a rife of eubelsteice
ts equarry abhorrent' 

- 
rn North carorrna it is arsoqga ins t  the  la l . , l  (sec t lon  14-361- t ) .

egaln, thanks for contactlng The HSUS, stay in touch
whenever we can be of assiEtanee.

S incere ly ,
-{-

l-4th*-
rf im Tedford
Reglona1 Dtrector

Jr /
Enclosures

The Ihrrnnnc Socicty of thc UnitctJ S&rtcs
Soutlt Certtnd Regiorrll Officc
I09 Nrlthslrrlre f)rire, Srrite 400, Krroxvillc, TN 37g19
({rls) 588-1843 F:L\ (615) 588-1862
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' fhc Hutilnn$ ttoeicry ot'thc t,nltcd Hrercl
3100 I. lltrcct, l$\1', Wuhhlnron, DC rtnJl
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Mat  11 ,  199 {

H.  F .  I , l t I I Ianr r  r7 r .1
Dt!Eslct ,  At , to5n.y

F l re t  P tocGcuEor la l  D tFEr lc t
202 EaBt Colonlr l  Avenuts
E l lz rb r th  Ct ty ,  NorEh Caro l ln l  21909

Drar Mr.  t l l l l iaml i

By dry sf  lntroductr lonr I  am ! ,he Gsnrrr l  Counsal  of  The
Hunanc 

-SocIety 
of  tnr  Uni ted stetes (HSUS) ,  I  resent ly hrd

occar ton  to  f teO you l  l c t t r r  o f  March  16 ,  1994,  to  Kqr rn
l lElanc, eo-ehf l r  of  the Outrr  Eenks Conmuntty Spay/Ncutes
fund, In that  let t r l r  you recntd Eo oplnt  - -  taklnq into
tccount  the  tcx t  o f  thc  le t tc r  you  t rC le  answcr lng  (Mr .
L tB l rne 's  l r t t c r  Eo  you  o l  Marsh  l$ r  1994)  - -  tha t  N .C.  Gcn .
9 t r t .  S la -361 .1  (199 t ) ,  wh ich  p roh lb t t s  ownere f  po . fagcors ,  o r
cu l ted lanr  c f  an t rn r l t  t rom wl l t fu l l y  rbnndon ing  thcm wl thout
Juc t l f reb le  excuce,  uas 'no t  in tended to  appry  to  r l tu r t lonc
che i l  le ra l  ca ta  a ro  takrn  in to  cus todyr  spayed or  ncu ter td ,
rnC rcturncd f f to the erc6 whrre l lhry are]  being f td.  f '

Wht ler  a6 e proereutotr  you have thr dtscrct ton to
dec l lne  to  ln fo rce  l l i 4 -361,1  in  par t i cu l , r r  c l rcumsloncGl ,  f
have to  tak f  l r lue  w ich  your  rpparent  op in lon  tha t  Nor th
Cerol lnr  I  I  lbandonment r t r tuge va-s not lntcndeC to apply to
nGut f r - t id - r t l ce ;s  a6 t lv l t ie r  undcr  any  c l rcunr tanees , 'as  Iong
as the rr ler t rd anirnals hav€ r t  Ie lst  an Lnrncdlate prospecr of
bc lng  f .d .

s lc havc found no legls lac, lvc ht l tory or appel l r te
dec l t l on f  cans t ru inE 61{ .361 ,1 .  Hoh t fve r r  i t  i r  ganera l l y
accrpted th6t the purpoe€ Of the abandonmCnt st ,atutes,  which
hevc  bern  enec ted  Ln  mor t  o f  the  g ta to f ,  l$  boEh to  p lo r€cc
anlmaig,  p i l t lcular iy donegt lccged ani ,maI l ,  f  r r im rhe
mul t tp1 lc i ty  o f  h r rms tha t  can  be fe I l  them out r ide  o f  hurnen
custodyr rnd to proteet thr  publ ic f , rorn problerns that can bc
ggui?d by -t1.rry anlmalr, $.9 Favre and Lorinq, Aniqal_lpg
59 .2 i  s t - i52 - i5 {  ( r9B3 i .  {

With rpccl f ic  fcspcct _to t f ra l  cat  col"onterr  previding
loOd lc  Juet  one d lmtnr lon  o f  the  cere  needcd to  matn la in  ca te
in  se f r ty  and good hea l th  - -  thC o ther  aspec ts  o f  ca le  inc ludc
annue l  vacc ln t r  and o ther  rou t lnc  va ter inary  ca ter  re l ie f  f ron

R e c e i u e d  f n o m
91c441R1=4,
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prr. r t tct  ruuh rr  r ro lm8 and f l f  ln i test  pEotfct i .on t totn incl tmQnt weathar,
vohlculrr  t rat f lGr r t rey c iogrr  rnd nai lcrous hurnen br ingr,  and Eimrly
provlr lon for  rxtr lo ld lnrry veter ln0ly crre ln lho evenE or unexPceted
tnlury or i j insrr .  Moreovi t r  r l r  ghcsc dinrnotons of  crre nacd ro be
prbvldad conrtr t rnt ly and ov.E the long trrn --  catr  crn l ivc 1$ to 20
y0lre.  ThCtt  l lbor-  And coat- lntcnglvr  neasurf t  l re nq6aft . ry to
ireintein ln anlmal Bontottably, rndp tn ouE experttnce, trnd t,o bc
ercrodtngly arggloulg,  l f  not  inpeuslble,  tO t t f ic t  tnC mrintaln wl th
r r rpecG to . l f l r l  ce t  co lon t t t l  par t l cu la r ly  ovc f  t ime.

The lrconCl public eafety putpoca behlnd tht tbandonhcnt strtutee
beooncr tpprrent hthch onr gonsldera rhc extcnt to urhlch Bhinars not ln
inmcdlat? huun curtody ofn bc r l fponslble tor  t r r f f ic  aeeldentcr bi tes,
fprrad of cenErgionr rnd enhancrd nuB$cipaI cxpsndrEurcf to ret.rlovc them
tron pubi lc rpCcr.  Frral  cat  coronlct ' ! ,akc cnetr  coI I  upon song blras
gnd other brnrt lctr l  t r l ld l t fc.  gueh eolpniee'  Dotcnt la l  for  bcconing
ett , ract let  nulganccr lor  chl ldrcn nust also bc cbnsidered. (The l l rst
ttattlc accidcnt ctuecd by a -cor 

'ewerving 
to avotrd. e eat near_ a

rert lursnt  or rhopplng c€nter wtI I  t l lu$tratc my polnt '  but  why wrt t  tgr
ths rccidcnt to occur?)

thc  i Ju l t l t l rb le  Gxcur r "  rangurgr  o f  $ I { -36 I ,1  rou ld  bc  app l l cab l r
te r  f tcrntod wl ld l l fe -rehebt l l tator ot  r imirar pi t ron nl ,ctr inq a wl ld
anlmrl  lnBe rn rppropr late hebl tat l  t lnce 

' the 
cont lnuln{ hurnan

rcrponaibl l l t tcr  towBrd hrr l tny wi ld rnlmals r t f  perceivrd in law Eo be
ent l rc ly dl t t r r rnt  than toward grnrt ieal ly dorneet icated gnlrnalr .

Ysu tr lcr t  in yout l r t t rs that  rppJ.y lng thf  tbandonmlnE statutr  EO
rf l l tor-and- i l l r r lQ act lv i t tcs would ruppr las bthqrwlee benef lc ia l  ef  for t r
to neutcr thr  rntrrr l l .  t {h l l .  neutert i r i  ts  in l t r r l f  an ednlrable gol l ,
i t  doer not nlctrcar l ly  t t r rze rhr popuiat ton of ,  a fcrr i  cat  c6lcni
beccurs of  the lnrnlgrst ton,  ovef t lnrr-oi  lntast  fn lmalg lnto thc colOny.
Moroovr l ,  n luter inq. t rarua doeg nor,  an$Hcr the undrr iy ing purposei ,
out l t t lQd rbovc, brhlnd tha -  cr tn lnr l  protcr ipt ianr rgEinrf  r r I -easing
an lnr l r r  whr th r t  ruch  en in l l r  r re  n ru tc rcd  or  no t .  tne  pe t i - re reaCi
probl tml t lnr lQ,.  Fron Thr HBUSr point  o!  v iew, caplure-ahd-nruter ing
ptogtrnt  rhouid -bc eccompanred by- cqual iy rcr i6ue at for ts ?o tame, f f
_n:?c! fa-rYr.  e l ld l lnd homcr for  the rnlmia,  or  p lace chem ln shelccrf  rwhlch funst lon re aCeptton agenglcE.

Bf i th ln the humane corununl ty,  cont iderabla r l lcsrchr Ehoughtr  and
dobrtr -hrvg occ$rred on the tubjiit or rhe nort truminl,-r'ori6nilUfb wev
to .dmr r,rtth lrrri c.r coioniles. To supprcnenr Criri-ititai;- r i?r1
mcloring_ tor you.t.conridrtatlon the Mry! ig'92 irruC of ihe itsui *t iqezrnr
t l .DoJtu stnt . t  whlch oontt lng rn t r t l ; Ie dcr l lnE with thts subj6ct  tn
depthr rr  wgl l  r f  rn rdl tor la l .

Cl ,vtn thr .  undtr ly lng publ is pol lctes brhind the ebandonrnrnt
ftatutclr _ I utould_ uFg^E^_yqu to racons'lder your oplnlon on .[ 'ha general
appr tcob l r r ty  o f  01{ -361, .  I  to  n6ucer -and- r i laase-ac t lv l t ies .

tltt l lr l  thtr lettcr io no! lntendcd to appty to or oorsnent upon Iny
prr t tcular l l t  of  f rcta or any pert tcular qrb 'up'or pcrBent i  Jct f i t i t tc l ,

( a 4 Q I 4 1 n 4 = 4
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HSUS: prosecute cat rescuers

because feral dogs are dangerous

According to Humane Society of the U.S. director for overpopulation issues Kate Rindy,
in a March 3 letter to Renee Welch of the Outer Banks SPCA in Nag's Head, North
Carolina, neuter /release is a bad idea because, "while feral cat colonies often stay within a
confined area, feral dogs form packs which roam over large areas and which can pose a
threat to humans."

Rindy and HSUS South Central Regional Office director Jim Tedford also told Welch that
neuter/release is illegal in North Carolina.

Welch had inquired in reference to monitored neuter/release of vaccinated cats as
practiced by the Outer Banks SpayA{euter Fund in nearby Kitty Hawk, though she may
not have given Rindy and Tedford complete context. Using HSUS fact sheets on how
neutering can cut animal control costs, Karen LeBlanc of the OBSNF had approached the
Dare County Animal Control Advisory Board two weeks earlier to ask that $5,000 of its
annual $104,227 subsidy to the Outer Banks SPCA be earmarked for neutering assistance.
The Outer Banks SPCA objected--even after the OBSNF redrafted the proposal to
stipulate that no public funds would be used for neuter/release. Armed with the Rindy and
Tedford letters, the Outer Banks SPCA on March I I faxed a "Statement of
Disassociation" to local veterinarians and on March 13 published it as an advertisement in
The Coastland Times. The statement questioned the nonprofit status of the OBSNF, a
chapter of the California-based United Humanitarians, and echoed without citing the
source of the opinion that neuter/release is illegal.

Familiar with the work of the OBSNF, district attorney H.P. Williams Jr. opined in
writing on March 16 that the anti-abandonment law Rindy, Tedford, and the Outer Banks
SPCA all cited "is directed at those people who dump their pets and those individuals who
would move from an area and leave their pets behind. If an animal is returned to the area
where it is being fed," Williams continued, "it would be a greater injustice to find that
these animals had been abandoned so that no action to spay/neuter the animals would be
taken by anyone."

That brought HSUS general counsel Roger A. Kindler into the dispute on May 22, urging
Williams--at length--to reconsider. Williams stood firm, and there matters stand, except
that Rindy's letter continues to circulate through the animal protection community as
recipients wonder just who, anywhere, ever in any way advocated neuter/release for dogs.

LOS ANGELES-Hired to revamp the Los Angeles SPCA, executive director Madeleine
Bernstein is already dodging backstabs from some of the board, which in April pushed
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